
  

 

  
 

PASSCOM EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Minutes 

July 12, 2016 
 
 
PRESENT: 

 
Mike Barron, President; Kari Clark, CHP San G Pass Area; Tim Chavez, Cal Fire; Dennis Day, 
Rivco EMD; Brad Decker, RSO-Cabaozon ; Debbie Franklin, City of Banning; Larry Goodreau, 
Four Seasons; Paul Haynie, AMR Supervisor; Dick Heitman, SPARC/Sun Lakes EPAP; Mario 
Janesin, Community Access Center; Fred Johnson; John Keith, Plantation on the Lake; Mike 
Martin, Retired; Steve McGill, Serrano Del Vista and CERT; Carol McLaughlin, SDV CERT; Jan 
Merrick, SGMH/VOAD;  Carl Mullison; Tom and Claudia Shields, Highland Springs Country 
Club, HSCC Emergency Prep.; Mike Simon, Plantation on the Lake/Vice President; Larry 
Spence, Plantation on the Lakes; Janet Upchurch, Red Cross; DeEsta West, Secretary/LDS 
Church; Sandy Barrett, Plantation on the Lakes; Chief Justin McGough, Hemet Ryan Air Base.      
 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION / 
FOLLOW-UP 

Call To Order Mike Barron called the meeting to order at 08:35 AM  
 

Self Introductions 
 

   

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Proposed Action 
Minutes 
  
 
 
 
Treasures Report 
 
 
 

Minutes from June 14, 2016 were approved by Mike Barron 
and second by Mike Simon as is or with changes, with all in 
favor. 
 
 
 
 
Dick Heitman reported that there is $859.95 in the Passcom 
account, as 7/12/16. Two checks are to be written today. 
Leaving $400.80 
 
 

None required 
 
 
 
None required 
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FOLLOW-UP 

 
 

SPEAKER 
Dennis introduced Chief Justin McGough. He gave an overview of air operations. He works with CAL 
Fire. Air tact is an airborn traffic controller. There are 6 radios in the aircraft. He monitors 5 of the 6. 
They identify air resources- anywhere within the State. They try to get to the fire within 20 min. They 
work with the Forest Service and Air Force. Air Force does not always have aircraft available. They 
have more aircraft available in Sept.  
Aircraft can hold 1200 gal., but usually have 1000 gal. of retardant. Forest Service aircraft hold about 
225 gal. of retardant. DC10 holds 12,000-14,000 gal. of retardant. Tanker 910 is bigger and holds 
25,000 gal. and is in Paso Robles. DC 7 leaks oil. It sits in Chico. They are trying to get them here in 
Southern CA. One plane in Hemet holds 325-375 gal. of water. The State is buying a new Helicopter. 
Holds over 1000 gal. LA is the only one right now that has a helicopter. They have ordered 2 planes 
online- will be here in Sept. They hopefully have 9 coming and will be agency owned by 2017. Two 
people are retiring at age 84 and 78. They had great experience and will be greatly missed.  They 
employ airline pilots who want to fly an aircraft. They need 4-5 years experience. OV 10- is a” Bronco”- 
1969- craft with great visibility and overview. It flies in a right hand position. Air tankers fly in a Left 
hand pattern. It is the best visibility for a single party. Helicopter flies 500 ft. below. DC 10 flies at 
about 200 ft above ground. Some crafts fly at 150 ft above ground. Chief Chavez is on the ground 
giving instructions. Retardant has water, xanthum gum, coloring and phosphate salts. The fire will burn 
¾ the way through before it puts out the fire. It costs $2.47/gal (x’s 1000 gal). Not cheap but worth it. It 
is not hard to clean up but does stain light colored houses and cars. It is slick on roads. Claims against 
retardant take 3-4 years to process. Chief McGough told the Carl Jr. story. Flying requires educated 
“guesswork” and experience. Area of Response is 2/3 of Riverside County, 1/8 of San Diego County 
and Camp Pendleton. Helicopter crews get dropped off to use picks and shovels and to do hoist 
rescues (which are extremely dangerous). There are 12 air tact bases and 12 Heli tact bases.  
Helicopters- San Diego-2 firefighting, Riverside County- 3, LA -11, Orange-1 . In Southern CA the fires 
hardly ever happen independently. There are usually several happening at one time. Some private 
helicopters are on call for emergency service. Drones are terrible. It is the hobbyist drones that cause 
the problem. If there is a drone in the area everything is shut down. If caught they can be fined 
$47,000. Lasers used to blind pilots. Idyllwild- most hazardous drop rescue because of rocks and 
winds. They have not billed people for rescues. Hoist rescues usually have 1 fatality a year 

 AGENCY UPDATES: 
 

Passcom Website Carl Mullison reports that there were 394 visits to the website 
in the month of June 2016. Banning’s expo flyer will be put on 
today 

Send Carl 
flyers to post 

Riverside County 
EMD 
 

Dennis Day, reports 
 
CERT- check website. Sept. 21 will be a CERT refresher 
course 
 
 

 

San Gorgonio 
Memorial 
Hospital  
 

Deferred  

Sun 
Lakes/SPARC 

Dick Heitman will be taking T.J. Moody’s place the next few 
months which includes treasurers report 

 

Cal Fire  Tim Chavez reported that -South quiet right now. 2 bear  
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cubs climbed an electrical pole and died. It started a fire. 
Mother bear hung around while they were trying to put out 
the fire. Usually a bear climbs when there is an aggressive 
male bear or a large cat. 

 AMR Supervisor Paul Haynie reported that they have been very busy. They 
have no shortage in personnel. Banning has a few 
ambulances. They will bring the Disaster Truck to the expo. 

 

City of Banning 
 

Debbie Franklin reports- the Disaster Preparedness Fair and 
backpack give away- July 23. She clarified that the law suit 
regarding the truck climbing lane is because they (the people 
who are doing the lawsuit) think it is to benefit the - 
warehouses. There are 17 initiatives on the ballot. 

 

Plantation on the 
Lakes 

Larry Spence reported that you should check your batteries. 
He found an article that he will give to Carl to put on the web. 
CA is ill prepared for the big one. Things will probably be 
down for a month. Plantation is coming along fine. 

 

Mike Barron, 
President 

Talked about kits to sale at the Banning Disaster 
Preparedness fair. Truck skirts do not work unless the tuck is 
going at least 62 MPH. He also said when there was a big 
fire a scout troop went and put a ”P” on peoples driveways 
that would allow the fire department or air operations to use 
their pool water 

 

Sun City Fred Johnson reported that you should check your batteries 
and your back-up batteries 

 

 ROUND TABLE 
OTHER AGENCY/ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

 

 

CHP Kari Clark reports fruit trucks are flipping over. They don’t 
know why. It backs everything up for hours which creates 
other issues like overheating, running out of gas, etc. They 
have limited staff. Out of State truckers drive in lanes1 and 2. 
There are 60 new construction projects next year. They are 
on hold because of law suit. It is critical to get another lane 
for trucks. There is a lot going on. Stay vigilant. Cabazon 
Station is busy-“buried”. Traffic-fatal crashes in Calimesa- 
distracted drivers-Put Phones Away! When you are going 60-
70 MPH things happen so fast. Don’t be distracted. Truck 
speed limit needs to be increased 
 

 

The American 
Red Cross 

Janet Upchurch- back from TX. The floods in Austin and 
Houston have caused great losses. Money is running out. 
They were allotting $125 per person. People were 
“Homeless” because there apartments were condemned. 
Carol’s son worked from home for 2 weeks. 
It was a sad situation. 

 

LDS Church DeEsta West- put in as new secretary  
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Community 
Access Center 

Mario Janisen reports that Community Access Center will 
attend Neighborhood Watch program 

 

City of Calimesa Mike Barron reports that there is talk of becoming County 
again. AMR is great. There have been some complaints of 
service. Some people want to move the Fire Station to 
Singleton (not developed). Who will pay for the transfer? 
Some property was given for a wild life corridor. 
Thursday Night is “Concerts on the Green”-on the golf 
course. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Bring chairs and blankets. $8 dinner. 
Home Depot has good sales on batteries. Watch the sales. 
  

 

Serrano Del Vista 
CERT 

Carol McLaughlin son in law used to do rescue 
 Steve McGill- getting ready for fall- training videos- Carl will 
post. Jan to do class. Dennis came by and checked the 
CERT groups. Banning Expo- will be fun for all. Ronald 
McDonald, 66ers Mascot will be there. 

 

Plantation on the 
Lake/ Vice Pres. 

Mike Simon reported that the Banning Expo is great. 
Discussed the flyer. Had about 1000 people last year. Selling 
the car kits 
 

 

  
 

 

Riverside Sherriff Brad Decker reported that Mail Theft and vehicle burglary is a 
problem. Protect yourself-get a PO box. Know your mail 
carriers schedule. Stealing mail is a misdemeanor. A person 
who has Meth on them gets a ticket and drugs taken away. 
Voters don’t understand effects. Be informed. 

 

Highland Springs 
Country Club 

Tom Shields reported that Dennis is coming next month.  

Announcements 
Upcoming 
Community 
Events 
 

VOAD 1st Thursday of the month from 10-12 at the Beaumont 
City hall 
July 23 Banning Disaster Preparedness Fair 

Check website 
for flyers 

Future Agenda 
Items 
 

Next Passcom Meeting, Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at 0830 in 
Modular C at San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital 

 

Adjourn  The meeting was adjourned around 9:55 AM  
 

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted 8/2/16 by DeEsta West 


